
Opening Hymn: Gracious Spirit 

 
 

 

This Joy That I Have 

This joy that I have, the world didn’t give it to me, 

This joy that I have, the world didn’t give it to me, 

This joy that I have, the world didn’t give it to me, 

The world didn’t give it, the world can’t take it away. 

 

This love that I have, the world didn’t give it to me, 

This love that I have, the world didn’t give it to me, 

This love that I have, the world didn’t give it to me, 

The world didn’t give it, the world can’t take it away. 

 

 

 

Officiant:  Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People:  And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gloria (Peru) 

 
 

 

Officiant: The Lord be with you. 

People:      And also with you. 

Officiant:  Let us pray 

Collect: Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth: 

Mercifully hear the supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your peace; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

 

Children’s Message 

 

Micah 6:1-8 

Lector: A reading from Micah 

pause 

Hear what the LORD says: 

Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 

and let the hills hear your voice. 

Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, 

and you enduring foundations of the earth; 

for the LORD has a controversy with his people, 

and he will contend with Israel. 

 

“O my people, what have I done to you? 

In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 

For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 

and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 

and I sent before you Moses, 

Aaron, and Miriam. 



O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 

what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 

and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 

that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 

 

“With what shall I come before the LORD, 

and bow myself before God on high? 

Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, 

with calves a year old? 

Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 

with tens of thousands of rivers of oil? 

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 

the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 

He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 

and what does the LORD require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

and to walk humbly with your God? 

 

pause 

Lector: The word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 15 (Sung) 

1 LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? * 

who may abide upon your holy hill? 

2 Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, * 

who speaks the truth from his heart. 

3 There is no guile upon his tongue; 

he does no evil to his friend; * 

he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor. 

4 In his sight the wicked is rejected, * 

but he honors those who fear the LORD. 

5 He has sworn to do no wrong * 

and does not take back his word. 

6 He does not give his money in hope of gain, * 

nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. 

7 Whoever does these things * 

shall never be overthrown. 

 

 



 

Contemporary Reading:                              Going Home: Jesus and Buddha as Brothers  

                                                                        by Thich Nhat Hanh 

 

Lector: A reading from Thich Nhat Hanh 

 

pause 

 

If Christ is the body of God, which he is, then the bread he offers is also the body of the 

cosmos.  Look deeply and you notice the sunshine in the bread, the blue sky in the bread, 

the cloud and the great earth in the bread.  Can you tell me what is not in a piece of bread? 

The whole cosmos has come together in order to give you this piece of bread. You eat it in 

a way that you become alive, truly alive.  You become alive just by eating a piece of 

bread…..Eat it mindfully.  Eat it in the presence of God. 

pause 

Lector:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Sequence: Alleluia (South African) 

 

 

 

 

 



Matthew 5:1-12 

Officiant: The holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

Matthew 4:12-23 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples 

came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. 

“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 

against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, 

for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you." 

Officiant: The Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

 

Sequence: Alleluia (South African) 

 



Sermon 

 

 

 

The Nicene Creed 

 

Officiant: Lets us stand and reaffirm our faith by reciting the words of the Nicene Creed 

  

We believe in one God,      

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

begotten, not made,  

of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

     he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

        in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.    

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayers of the People 

Prayer requests and thanksgivings invited 

Leader: We reverently speak in the presence of the Great Parent God: 

People: We give grateful thanks that you have enabled us to live this day, 

the whole day, in obedience to the excellent spirit of your ways.  

 

Leader: Our Lord, indeed we have heard the call to faith: 'Believe in your Lord,' and we have 

believed.  

People: Our Lord, so forgive us our sins and remove from us our misdeeds and cause us to 

die with the righteous.   

 

Leader: Oh God, lead us from the unreal to the Real. 

Oh God, lead us from darkness to light. 

People: Oh God, lead us from death to immortality.  

 

Leader: Make our hands respect the things You have made, our ears sharp to hear your voice.  

People: Make us wise, so that we may know the lesson you have hidden in every leaf and 

rock.   

 

Leader: May we merit to bring about the day when war and bloodshed cease, 

and a great peace embraces the whole universe. 

People: “No nation will lift up a sword to another, 

and the art of war will no longer be studied.” (Isaiah 2:4) 

 

Intercessions and thanksgivings offered 

 

Officiant:  O God of stars and journeys, you lead us day by day to the joyful vision of your light.  

Move us by the power of your word that we too might open our gifts for others and so receive in 

our hearts the child of Bethlehem.  So may you be praised and adored through the same Jesus 

Christ our Lord, in the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 

- Adapted from Shinto, Muslim, Hindu, Sioux and Jewish prayers 

 

Announcements: Please see the insert 

  

Birthday Prayer  

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servant N. as they begin 

another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your 

goodness all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  

Anniversary Prayer 

  

O God, be with N. and N., as they celebrate another year together.  Deepen their love for each 

other, grant them joy, and make their life together a blessing to all, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  Amen. 

  

https://www.sefaria.org/Isaiah.2.4?lang=he-en&utm_source=opensiddur.org&utm_medium=sefaria_linker


Offertory: Jubilate Deo (canon) 

 
 

 

 

What Does the Lord Require 

 

What does the Lord require for praise and offering? 

What sacrifice desire, or tribute bid you bring? 

Do justly; love mercy; walk humbly with your God. 

 

Rulers of earth give ear! Should you not justice show? 

Will God your pleading hear, while crime and cruelty grow? 

Do justly; love mercy; walk humbly with your God. 

 

Still down the ages ring the prophets stern commands. 

To merchant, worker, king he brings God's high demands. 

Do justly; love mercy; walk humbly with your God. 

 

How shall my soul fulfill God's law so hard and high? 

Let Christ endue our will with grace to fortify. 

Then justly, in mercy, we'll humbly walk with God. 

 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

  

Officiant: The Lord be with you. 

People:     And also with you. 

Officiant: Lift up your hearts. 

People:     We lift them to the Lord. 

Officiant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:     It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Officiant: God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 

People: Glory to you for ever and ever. 

Officiant: At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, 

galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 

People: By your will they were created and have their being. 

 



Officiant: From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with 

memory, reason, and skill. You made us  

the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed  

your trust; and we turned against one another. 

People: Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 

 

Officiant: Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed 

your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to  

fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 

People: By his blood, he reconciled us.  By his wounds, we are healed. 

 

Officiant: And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly  

chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all  

those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to  

proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

 

Sanctus: Land of Rest 

 

  

 

 

Officiant: And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by 

water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be 

the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his 

friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me." 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my 

Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this  

sacrifice of thanksgiving, 

People: We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 

  

 



Officiant: Lord God of our Fathers: Abraham, Isaac, Ishmael, and Jacob, Lord God of our 

Mothers: Sarah, Hagar, Rebekah, Leah and Rachel, God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption 

of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for  

renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we 

may worthily serve the world in his name. 

People: Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 

  

Officiant: Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus  

Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, 

glory, and worship, from generation to    generation. AMEN. 

  

And now, as our Savior 

Christ has taught us, 

we are bold to say,  

  

 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

  

  

 

 

 

 



Agnus Dei 

 
  

 

 

Communion Hymn: Cuando el pobre 

 

Cuando el pobre nada tiene y aun reparte, 

Cuando el hombre pasa sed y agua nos da, 

Cuando el debil asu hermano fortalice, 

Va Dios mismo en nuestro mismo caminar,  

Va Dios mismo en nuestro mismo caminar. 

 

When the poor ones who have nothing still are giving, 

When the thirsty pass the cup, water to share; 

When the wounded offer others strength and healing; 

We see God, here by our side, walking our way, 

We see God, here by our side, walking our way. 

 

When compassion gives the suffering consolation, 

When expecting brings to birth hope that was lost; 

When we choose love, not the hatred all around us: 

We see God, here by our side, walking our way, 

We see God, here by our side, walking our way. 

 

When our spirits, like a chalice, brim with gladness, 

When our voices, full and clear, sing out the truth; 

When our longings, free from envy, seek the humble: 

We see God, here by our side, walking our way, 

We see God, here by our side, walking our way. 

 



When the goodness poured from heaven fills our dwellings, 

When the nations work to change war into peace, 

When the stranger is accepted as our neighbor, 

We see God, here by our side, walking our way, 

We see God, here by our side, walking our way. 

 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

Almighty and everliving God, 

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 

of the most precious Body and Blood 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 

that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 

and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 

And now, Father, send us out 

to do the work you have given us to do, 

to love and serve you 

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

Blessing:   

May the blessing of God, 

Who sanctifies the breath of your living, 

Inspire your words and actions, 

Thoughts and feelings, 

That you may be the messenger 

Of God’s blessing in this world today. 

 And the blessing of God, Creator, Sustainer and Redeemer 

Be with you this day and forever more.  Amen 

  

 

Closing Hymn: Njalo 

 

Njalo!   

Siyathandaza,  

Siyanikela,  

Siyadumisa, thina!  

 

Always! 

Always we pray, 

Always we give, 

Always we bless, always! 

 



Dismissal 

 

Leader     Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

People     Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

  

 


